








































include report language that reiterates the need to prioritize funding for classical plant and animal 

breeding within the AFRI process. 

AGENCY: Agriculture Research Service (ARS)- Genetic Improvement and Translational 
Breeding Initiative 
REQUEST: $25.9 million with report language directing funds to the development and 
release of regionally adapted, public cultivars. 

The administration's FY 2015 budget requests $25.9 million for a new Genetic 

Improvement and Translational Breeding Initiative to be administered byARS. Given the huge 

private and public investment in genomics and the lack of funding for classical breeding for 

public cultivar development, clear language ought to be included to direct ARS to focus all of the 

ftmding provided for this initiative on the development and release of regionally adapted, 

publicly held, cultivars to benefit farmers and ranchers across the cmmtry. 

AGENCY: USDA Rural Development 
REQUEST: Fully fund farm bill energy title programs at discretionary funding levels and 

do not reduce program funding through changes in mandatory programs. 
Also, allow 2014 Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) funds to carry 
over into 2015 if they are not expended. 

The 2014 Farm Bill makes substantial investments in existing energy programs such as 

the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP), Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP), and 

Biorefinery Assistance Program (BAP). NFU asks that the subcommittee not reduce any of the 

ftmds allocated to these programs. In addition, because USDA may not expend all funds for 

BCAP in 2014, NFU asks that language be inse1ted allowing for unexpended 2014 BCAP funds 

to be carried over into 2015. 

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH - Roger Johnson 

President 
National Farmers Union 

Roger Johnson was elected National Farmers Union's 14th president during the organization's 
107th anniversary convention in 2009. 

Prior to leading the family farm organization, Johnson, a third-generation family farmer from 
Turtle Lake, N.D., served as North Dakota Agriculture Commissioner, a position he was first 
elected to in 1996. While Agriculture Commissioner, Johnson served on the State Industrial 
Commission, the North Dakota Trade Office Advisory Board, and the State Board of Agricultural 
Research and Education, among many other boards and commissions. 

From 2007-2008, Johnson served as president of the National Association of State Departments 
of Agriculture (NASDA). As NASDA president, he played a key role in crafting the 2008 Farm Bill, 
pressing for provisions that benefit agricultural producers, such as a permanent disaster 
program, ending the ban on interstate shipment of state-inspected meat, the re-balancing of 
loan rates for program crops and farm-based renewable energy. Johnson was chairman of 
NASDA's Rural Development and Financial Security Committee from 2000 to 2007. 

Johnson is a past president of the Midwestern Association of State Departments of Agriculture 
(MASDA), past president ofthe Food Export Association ofthe Midwest and a former chairman 
of the Interstate Pest Control Compact. 

Johnson grew up in Farmers Union, participating in the organization's youth programs, serving 
as a county president and chairman of the board of a local Farmers Union cooperative. Johnson 
graduated from North Dakota State University with a degree in agricultural economics. 

Johnson and his wife, Anita, are the proud parents of a daughter and two sons and three 
grandchildren. 

Apri/2014 





Committee on Agriculture 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Required Witness Disclosure Form 

House Rules* require nongovernmental witnesses to disclose the amount and source of 
Federal grants received since October 1, 2011. 

Name: 

Organization you represent (if any): ------------------

1. 

1\)A \ -W)AJ AL ~ V?JIIIIE RS 
Please list any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants and subcontracts) 
you have received since October 1, 2011, as well as the source and the amount of 
each grant or contract. House Rules do NOT require disclosure of federal payments 
to individuals, such as Social Security or Medicare benefits, farm program 
payments, or assistance to agricultural producers: 

Source: /JON£ 
~-------------------------------------

Amount: 

Source: 

2. 

------------
Amount: --------------------------------------- -------------

If you are appearing on behalf of an organization, please list any federal grants or 
contracts (including subgrants and subcontracts) the organization has received since 
October 1, 2011, as well as the source and the amount of each grant or contract: 

Source:____:,_N_O-=---N~£ __________ _ Amount: ______ _ 

Source: Amount: __________ _ 

* Rule XI, clause 2(g)(5) of the U.S. House of Representatives provides: Each committee shall, to the 
greatest extent practicable, require witnesses who appear before it to submit in advance written statements 
of proposed testimony and to limit their initial presentations to the committee to brief summaries thereof 
In the case of a witness appearing in a nongovernmental capacity, a written statement of proposed 
testimony shall include a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of the amount and source (by agency and 
program) of each Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof) received during 
the current fiscal year or either of the two previous fiscal years by the witness or by any entity represented 
by the witness. 

PLEASE ATTACH DISCLOSURE FORM TO EACH COPY OF TESTIMONY. 






